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SURFACES, from lop Caerila hard-pasried tite, E5p, Elon. Maphs, 110 mm, £20-35 sgm,
The Maberal Weod Floor Company. Brusted and Limsed Oak with 06 wi Siniah, bpm
5518 5 ne; Elpgancs Diak Wids with birch odl finish, from £46-24 =g m; both Broadisal.
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i{: e £25 m, Lana Froudlock. Ladser Stitch Rows 074,
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1. Banch skoal, 2275, Sofia collection, Mondic Styls.
2. Bedrrdn round tabds, feom £1,300; Annn eprsps
ehadr, SO0 Ans chairs, TO00 each? all Gostayisan.
I Gustadsn dresser, T2 585, Thi Bl Door
4, Guoitaisn Svai-dravear chesd, D560 panted,
E350 unpstinted, Scumbhy Qo
5. Milnghridos chandaller, £130, Laura Ashisy
6. InQoel whair i Gy Wi, D40, Tken
T Kristign single bed i Sntique Kristall Whits with
hand-carvd cetiding, THLS, Gustinvan
B Hesrt mimor, E188, Chic Shack,
Whaera 1o Buy ilema ied, page 32
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While classic English country style is inspired by the
decoration in rural cottages, in recent years it has
been simplified to make it more suitable for the
contemporary home. Rustic furniture, either in natural
wood or with a plain or distressed paint finish, pale paint
shades, pretty floral fabrics and wallpapers combine to
make this an informal look that is as easy to live with as it
is to achieve. In bedrooms, mix Victorian-style iron or
brass beds with patchwork quilts for the ultimate in nostalgic,
homespun charm, while traditional sofas upholstered in classic chintz
and checks give sitting rooms a cosy, timeless feel. With pattern
provided by curtains and cushions, natural flooring works best:
combine thick wool carpet or wooden boards with textured rugs and
runners, while slate tles or flagstones are traditional choices for hallways and
kitchens. OF all the decorating styles, the country lock relies most on
carefully chosen accessories, making it perfect for those who love trawling
antiques markets for china, simple paintings, wicker baskets and needlework
cushions. To update the look, choose pale flooring, walls and woodwork and
be careful not to mix too many patterns — one dominant design is usually
enough. As with any successful scheme, restraint is essential; plenty of
planning with a mood board will ensure that the overall effect sn't overbearing.

Countsy decorbrg @ the parlect balames of prasticsl pnd pretly. Thenk sluedy stripped pene tahles and
cressers, ion bacsteads and fooled balks ofisel by od-faskioned forals and checks for @ resthal, lped-in look.
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